
     

 
 

EVALUATION SUMMARY 
 

Summary 
 
During 2006 – 2007 Sound It Out received funding to run Infusion , a training and 
development programme for 8 exiled musicians (including refugees, asylum seekers 
and migrants).  Delivered by leading musicians and trainers Kate Buttolph and 
Duncan Chapman and with mentoring support from exiled artists Zirak Hamad and 
Mira Yugai Infusion  offered the following programme of training:- 
 

·  10 community music workshop training sessions 
·  10 ensemble sessions to devise inspirational cross-cultural music bringing 

together their musical cultures.    
 
Having completed the training, the Infusion  trainees ran a series of music workshops 
and performances in schools, community centres and other venues across 
Birmingham with the aim of raising awareness and combating racism towards 
refugees and asylum seekers. The trainees received structured mentoring support 
from trainers and peer mentors throughout this process.  
 

 
 

Infusion  members at a performance at  
Birmingham Conservatoire – Dec 2006 



     

Training 
 
Following extensive publicity in a range of community languages, we identified a 
team of 8 trainees from a wide range of cultural backgrounds (Albania, Angola, 
Congo, Iran, Iraq, Sudan, Zimbabwe). 
 
A total of 20 training sessions were delivered by Kate Buttolph and Duncan Chapman 
between October and December 2006. The community music training covered a 
range of aspects of community music practise including directive and client centred 
approaches, child protection, workshop techniques.    
 
Ensemble sessions were run by Duncan Chapman and focussed on bringing 
together the diverse musical cultures of the trainees to create an accessible musical 
set.   
 
The training resulted in a public performance at Birmingham Conservatoire on 16 
December to an audience of 80 people including a group of pupils and parents from 
Nechells Junior and Infant School.   
 

 
 

Infusion  in concert at St Gerard’s Community Centre,  
Castle Vale  

 
“An enjoyable, challenging and emotionally satisfyi ng experience that 
has boosted my own development as a trainer” Kate B uttolph, Lead 
Trainer 
 
“I would encourage someone to take on this course. I would like to give 
many thanks to Kate, Duncan, Katherine and all the staff of Sound It 
Out”  Stephen Makaya, Infusion  Trainee 
 



     

“Thank you very much to Sound It Out … to give us t he best skills” 
Pasha Asgar, Infusion  Trainee 
 
“In the beginning cultural differences made it hard  to understand how 
we could create music together. This is not a probl em anymore” 
Fidel Ndombasi, Infusion  trainee 
 
Workshop Sessions  
 
From January 2007, the Infusion  ensemble split into 2 workshop delivery teams led 
respectively by peer mentors Zirak Hamad and Mira Yugai with support from the lead 
trainers.  
 
Each delivery group was responsible for delivering workshops in 2 communities in 
Birmingham, one culturally diverse and one mainly white British. Overall the team 
worked across 4 targeted areas; Nechells, Handsworth, Castle Vale and Kings 
Norton with the aim of combating racism and prejudice towards refugees and asylum 
seekers, raising awareness of different cultures and promoting interculturality. 
 
The teams ran a total of 12 workshops each in schools (funded through a separate 
project, Integrate and Create) and 10 workshops each for community groups. 
Workshop sessions focussed on learning about music and dance from exiled 
communities as well as participants creating their own music using these musical 
influences.  
 
Through the school workshops, we engaged with a total of 80 children aged 7-11 and 
39 parents through school performances. Teachers were really impressed with the 
workshops and felt that the children developed a range of skills (amongst them life 
skills, social skills, teamwork skills, confidence and self esteem) as well as a positive 
experience and interaction with people from exiled communities.    
 

 
 

Infusion  trainees running workshops in Chivenor JI School, Castle Vale  



     

 
“The project taught us to be friends and respect ea ch other”   
Year 5 Participant from Nechells Junior and Infant School 
 
“It was an excellent experience for the whole schoo l. In particular the 
class that worked with the musicians gained an enor mous amount of 
confidence from start to finish. The children reall y looked forward to the 
visits and were encouraged to develop their own ide as and to use their 
own thinking. In a multi cultural school it was so good to see people 
with particular talents from all over the world and  give the opportunity 
for children to work with them”. Head Teacher, Nech ells Junior and 
Infant School 
 
The community workshops were conducted in the same 4 communities with the aim 
of reaching adults, family groups and local people. Typically, these sessions were 
much harder to run with mixed success in attendance. Nonetheless, we reached 58 
local people aged between 5-65 years old. 
 
Feedback from community leaders in all four communities bore out the 
appropriateness of the Infusion  workshops as a means of combating negative views 
and stereotypes. Particularly in Kings Norton and Castle Vale where negative 
attitudes towards refugees and asylum seekers are particularly prevalent, the project 
had a positive impact on local people.  
 
This impact was further reinforced through a positive collaboration with artSites 
Birmingham, Banner Theatre, Craftspace Touring and Community Integration 
Partnership through the Soups and Stories community socials. Infusion  performed at 
three socials across the city and showcased the results of their community 
workshops at two events. In addition, Sound It Out ran a further two community 
sharings enabling us to reach approximately 450 audience members. 
 
“There is a general negative attitude (towards refu gees and asylum 
seekers) on the Vale. Whilst the participants didn’ t express these 
attitudes there was real change in their behaviour…  The adults really 
interacted with Infusion . Many people commented on the fact that it was 
really positive to meet different people and hear d ifferent music”.   
Bob Brueton, BCC Community Worker, Castle Vale 
 
“It was absolutely brilliant to see all different c ommunity members 
coming together for a change instead of being at ea ch others throats”  
Audience member, Kings Norton 
 



     

Future Directions  
 
Sound It Out believes in sustained support particularly when working with vulnerable 
people or around sensitive issues.  Since the project was completed in May 2007 we 
have had a range of requests for Infusion  to perform and/or deliver workshops. The 
trainees have also indicated their interest in continuing working together.  
 
We have already started to signpost trainees to a range of opportunities through 
partnerships with English Touring Opera, Ikon Gallery, Celebrating Sanctuary and 
Vox Populi.   As a result of these partnerships, five of our eight trainees are currently 
involved in projects with these organisations and the ensemble also performed at the 
Celebrating Sanctuary festival as part of Refugee Week. Sound it Out’s work was 
featured at the Home from Home conference and in a DVD showcasing ASPIRE 
funded work with exiled communities in Birmingham.  
 
We are in discussions with by Birmingham Town Hall/Symphony Hall to participate in 
their launch event. The Infusion Ensemble is also being featured on BBC Radio 4 as 
part of a series about the Town Hall re-launch in the near future.   We have been 
approached by the Dialogue  journal with a view to guest editing their winter edition 
and recording a compilation CD of exiled musicians, including Infusion .  With this in 
mind we plan to pursue further opportunities to support Infusion  through further 
training, development and possible subsidised performances.  
 
For more information about Infusion  or Sound it Out’s Inclusion Strand please 
contact Katherine Rogers on Tel: 0121 772 8655 or e mail 
katherinerogers@sounditout.co.uk     
 

 
 
This project has been partly funded by ESF through the EQUAL Community 
Initiative: www.aspire-birmingham.org.uk  

       
 


